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SUB J : PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS 

1 . ON NOVEMBER 30 1 PRESENTED CREDENTIALS TO PRESIDENT 
STROESSNER. IN MY STATEMENT, I SAID: "WE HAVE WITHIN 

OUR GRASP THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK TOGETHER MORE EFFEC- 
TIVELY TO PROMOTE FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS AS WELL AS 
INCREASED SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT." 
(COMPLETE TEXT FORWARDED BY POUCH.) 

2. THE PRESIDENT AND I SPOKE TOGETHER FOR ALMOST ONE 
HALF HOUR. THIS, ACCORDING TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, 

IS A RECORD AS HE USUALLY CONFIRNES THESE DISCUSSIONS 
TO FIVE MINUTES OF SMALL TALK. 

3. A GOOD PART OF THE TIME WAS SPENT WITH PRESIDENT 
STROESSNER LECTURING ME ON THE WIDE POPULAR SUPPORT 
HIS GOVERNMENT ENJOYS. THIS SUPPORT, HE SAID, SPRINGS 
FROM HIS GOVERNMENT S EFFICIENCY IN BRINGING TO PARAGUAY 
PEACE, ORDER, TRANQUILITY AND ANTI-COMMUNISM. HE 
SPOKE AT LENGTH ABOUT THE NEED FOR DEMOCRACY TO BE 
MAINTAINED BY STERN MEASURES IN ORDER TO AVOID 
ANARCHY. 

4. 1 MANAGED TO MAKE TWO POINTS. FIRST, THAT WHILE 
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NO ONE HAD ANY OBJECTION TO DRASTIC MEASURES DE- 
SIGNED TO BRING AN EMERGENCY SITUATION UNDER CONTROL, 

IT WAS HARD TO JUSTIFY A PERPETUAL STATE OF SIEGE 
WHEN, AS THE THE PRESIDENT HAD POINTED OUT, PEACE AND 
ORDER HAD LONG SINCE BEEN ESTABLISHED. SECONDLY, 

I SAID THAT KEEPING PEOPLE IN PRISON WITHOUT TRIAL 
WAS DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY UNDER ANY BUT THE MOST 
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EXTREME CIRCUMSTANCES. 

5. THE PRESIDENT REPLIED TO THIS BY ASSERTING THAT 
PEACE AND ORDER HAD ITS PRICE. 

6. 1 STATED THAT I HOPED THE PRESIDENT REALIZED 
THAT I WAS THERE TO REPRESENT THE POLICY OF THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION AND THAT HUMAN RIGHTS WERE 
AN INTEGRAL PART OF THAT POLICY. I ADDED THAT 
PARAGUAY HAD THUS FAR BEEN SPARED THE PUBLICITY 
WHICH HAD FOCUSED ON CHILE, URUGUAY AND OTHERS BUT 
THAT THIS SITUATION WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY CHANGE. 

7. THE PRESIDENT REPEATED SEVERAL OF THE SENTIMENTS 
HE EXPRESSED ABOVE, AND AFTER GOOD WISHES AND POLITE 
PHRASES THE CONVERSATION CLOSED. 

8. EARLY IN THE INTERVIEW THE PRESIDENT BROUGHT UP 
THE CASE OF CHASE SARDI WHICH I SHALL REPORT BY 
SEPARATE TELEGRAM. 

WHITE 
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